www.GreenChurch.ca

Photo by Magda Paladino

2009-2010 Annual Report
June 2010

Contents

A WORD FROM THE COORDINATOR ...................................................................................... 3
MISSION ..................................................................................................................................... 3
STEERING COMMITTEE ............................................................................................................ 4
MEMBERS OF THE GREEN CHURCH PROJECT..................................................................... 4
1ST GREEN CHURCH CONFERENCE........................................................................................ 5
GREEN CHURCH TOOLS .......................................................................................................... 7
WEBSITE .................................................................................................................................... 9
THE FUTURE.............................................................................................................................. 9

To contact us
Green Church Program
www.GreenChurch.ca
Canadian Centre for Ecumenism
1819 René-Lévesque West #003,
Montreal, QC H3H 2P5
T: 514-937-9176 x28
F: 514-937-4986
1-877-oikoumene (1-877-645-6863)
www.oikoumene.ca

2

A Word from the Coordinator
The ecumenical phase: 2009-2010
When I arrived in June 2009, my predecessor Isaac Mundy had done a tremendous job: he had
set up a website and was providing six United Church communities with personalized support in
improving their environmental practices. Without him, there would not have been a creative
compact fluorescent bulb fund-raising drive at Beaconsfield United, or the improvement in
energy efficiency at Summerlea United. In particular, my hat is off to the staff of Saint Columba
House, which in 2006 became the first “green church” through a composting system and
collective gardens. Under the direction of Patricia Murphy, the staff of Saint Columba House
gave a testimony that environmental action is the fruit of faith in God the Creator.
Since last year, a number of churches have joined the movement,
which now includes 18 green churches from the Catholic and
Protestant traditions. Many more faith communities are waiting for
their chance to join next year. These churches have done
remarkable work in turning prayer into words and action. The 1st
Green Church Conference, which brought together 150 people
from across Quebec, was an historic moment when Church
personnel (priests, pastors, pastoral animators) had an opportunity
to attend workshops and discover a wealth of environmental
practices. Many of them said that it was “high time for an event like
this.”
My special thanks to the Steering Committee for guiding a project
that seeks to answer a call for the stewardship of Creation.

Norman Lévesque
Green Church Project Coordinator

Mission
The Green Church project aims to empower faith communities with regard to environmentally
aware practices and to educate them to adopt a lifestyle that is more respectful of the
environment. The program is ecumenical and therefore open to all Christian communities. It is
offered through a grant from the Fondation Béati.
Faith communities are invited to integrate the concept of protecting creation into their worship
and teaching, and to adopt best practices such as recycling, energy efficiency and conserving
water. They connect with environmental organizations and take part in awareness campaigns.
Their activities are posted on our website.
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Steering Committee
The Green Church program is directed by a Steering Committee made up of members from
different churches, chiefly from the United Church of Canada, the Roman Catholic Church and
the Anglican Church. We are also looking for members from other churches. These volunteers
meet on a regular basis to bring this exciting project to life. They guide the Director.
Catherine Gilbert, Stewardship of the Environment, Anglican Diocese of Montreal
Paula Kline, Executive Director of the Montreal City Mission (United Church)
Dan Lafrenière, Member of Development and Peace, Catholic
Norman Lévesque, Green Church Project Coordinator, Catholic
Patricia Lisson, Executive Director of Saint Columba House (United Church)
Roger Snelling, Member of the Justice Global and Ecumenical Relations Committee, United
Church

Members of the Green Church Project
On June 1, 2010, the project had 18 members, including 16 in the Greater Montreal area, one in
Saint-Sauveur and one in Chicoutimi.

List of green churches
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Centre Emmaüs (Catholic-Orthodox) (Montreal, Côte-des-Neiges)
St. Mark’s Anglican Church (Dorval)
St. Peter’s Anglican Church (Town of Mount Royal)
Précieux-Sang Catholic Church (Répentigny)
Sainte-Anne Catholic Church (Chicoutimi)
Saint-Charles Catholic Church (Montreal, South-West)
St-François-d'Assise Catholic Church (Montreal, Mercier-Est)
Saint-Sauveur Catholic Church (Saint-Sauveur)
Beaconsfield United Church (Beaconsfield)
Cedar Park United Church (Pointe-Claire)
Mont-Bruno United Church (St-Bruno)
Saint-Jean United Church and Camino de Emaús (Montreal, Ville-Marie)
Summerlea United Church (Montreal, Lachine)
Saint Columba House (Montreal, South-West)
Montreal City Mission (Montreal, Ville-Marie)
Monastère des Prémontrés (St-Constant)
Grand Séminaire de Montréal (Montreal, Ville-Marie)
United Theological Seminary (Montreal, Ville-Marie)

“Green Church” Interactive Map on Google Maps

1st Green Church Conference
The 1st Green Church Conference was held on February 9,
2010 at Saint-Charles Church in Montreal. In the morning,
there was a keynote address by André Beauchamp entitled
“A Time for New Hope” followed by a workshop on environmental action
in the church. In the afternoon, there were two workshops: one on
environmental awareness in the church and the other on Christian
ecology. The conference ended with an ecumenical service, “Praise
God through Creation."
The conference was a great success, giving 150 participants
practical ways to develop activities and projects to respect the
environment in their area.
The event received good coverage in the media, including CTV, La
Presse, The Gazette, Première chaine de Radio-Canada, Radio
Ville-Marie, as well as a large number of local and church media.
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Guests of honour included:








André Beauchamp, keynote speaker, priest, theologian and environmentalist
Bishop Jacques Berthelet of the Catholic Diocese of Saint-Jean-Longueuil
Rev’d Arlen Bonnar, Secretary of the Montreal Presbytery of the United Church of
Canada
Rt. Rev’d Barry Clarke, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Montreal
Msgr. André Tiphane, Episcopal Vicar, sent by Cardinal Turcotte, Archbishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Montreal
A video from Mardi Tindal, Moderator of the United Church of Canada
A letter from Line Beauchamp, then Quebec Minister of Sustainable Development,
Environment and Parks

“Today’s
conference
has
prophetic significance. You are
writing a new chapter in our
testimony as believers in Jesus
Christ.”
André Beauchamp
Priest, Theologian and Environmentalist

“I hope that this first conference
will be very fruitful and lead you
to new and innovative solutions!”
Line Beauchamp
Quebec
Minister
of
Sustainable
Development, Environment and Parks

Photos: Richard Chartier
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Ring Church Bells on December 13, 2009
Explanation of the event
Since time immemorial, in cultures around the world, musical
instruments like bells and drums have been used to warn people of
imminent danger, and also to call people to religious services, mark
important moments during worship and seek to connect with God.
Sunday, December 13, 2009 marked the height of the talks at the
United Nations climate negotiations in Copenhagen, Denmark. At
3 p.m., the end of a high-profile ecumenical celebration at the
Lutheran Cathedral in Copenhagen, the Church of Our Lady, the
churches of Denmark rang their bells, and Christians around the
world were invited to echo them by sounding their own bells,
conches, drums, gongs or horns 350 times.
Why 350 times? The number 350 refers to 350 parts per million
(ppm), the safe upper limit of CO2 in our atmosphere according to
many scientists, climate experts and progressive national
governments. The event was an initiative of the 350.org movement.

Result
It is impossible to know the exact number of participants since faith communities were not
required to register to participate. We estimate that participation was relatively high, probably
around 100 churches of many denominations (Catholic, Anglican, United Church) in Quebec.
The following media covered the event: Journal Le Mirabel, Courrier du Sud, CTV News – Derek
Conlon on Ringing Bells, Les nouvelles de 18h, Radio-Canada.

Images from CTV: Ringing the bells at Summerlea United and at St. Mark’s Anglican Church.
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Greening Tools
The main objective was to make the website a place to find resources. For instance, we offer the
“Energy Workbook for Religious Buildings” from Kairos in the ACTION section, the “Ecological
Footprint Calculator” from Redefining Progress in the AWARENESS section and “Bible and
Environment” texts for reflection from the Guardians of Creation in the SPIRITUALITY section.
The Green Church project has also developed new resources as needed.

Document: Environmental Visit of the Church
2 pages
A checklist of environmental strengths and weaknesses.

Poster: Fair Trade Coffee “The worker deserves his
wages”
This fair trade coffee break gives a fair salary to farmers in
the South. Thank you for your Christian solidarity.

Poster: Help preserve biodiversity, the work of God!
As part of the International Year of Biodiversity 2010,
Christian teaching can focus on the story of Noah, who
worked to preserve biodiversity.

Green Tips
48 tips (4/month) that can be added to a church bulletin to
increase awareness of environmental issues and practical
ways to take action.

List of Books and Films
An easy-to-consult list for people who want to know more
about the environment and what they can do.
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Website
Between June 2009 and June 2010, the website grew from 20 to 90 pages available for
consultation, offering resources for ACTION, AWARENESS and SPIRITUALITY.
Traffic to the website has increased considerably, as the chart below shows. The solid line at the
top (without circles) shows that the total number of new visitors in December reached 364,
compared to 92 in September. This success is due to the distribution of information to faith
communities and press releases.

Source: GD counter for the site www.greenchurchproject.org

The Future
The Green Church project has been adopted by the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism in
Montreal. The project’s coordinator, Norman Lévesque, will be hired as an Assistant Director at
the Centre and his main task will be coordinating the Green Church program. His salary will be
paid by the Centre, and so requests for support will be to finance new employees and largerscale projects.
In the first year (2010-2011), new resources will be organized, such as the Green Church
Toolkit, and a new Green Church Certification planned for spring 2011. The second year
(2011-2012) will mark a cross-Canada expansion aimed at partnering with dioceses that are
already active in stewardship of Creation.
Because of the Canada-wide mission of the Green Church program, the website has changed its
address to www.GreenChurch.ca. The logo will probably also be modified.
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