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A WORD FROM THE COORDINATOR
A YEAR OF CREATING PRACTICAL TOOLS
The year 2013-2014 was a resounding success when it came to designing practical tools, mainly on
the Internet. This channel of communication is vitally important for the Green Church Program to
become a cross-Canada showcase for Christian environmentalism. Furthermore, our online efforts
seem to be bearing fruit, since we recorded an average of 3,700 visits per month, compared to an
average of 3,100 the previous year.
There is now a webpage with links to prayers, Bible verses, models of faith, a list of talks and the
training and workshop service. In addition, there is a new Members’ Section for members who donate
to the program. Members have access to additional resources, and the donations help us take our
mission even further.
Many activities took place in rapid succession to meet growing demand from churches of all
denominations to find out about caring for creation. The program is sowing and reaping increasingly
further afield, with a large number of requests coming from outside Quebec.

Norman Lévesque
Associate Director of the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism
and Coordinator of the Green Church Program

TESTIMONIALS
“You skilfully led a workshop at St-Charles-Borromée parish in Charlesbourg, Quebec City.
I’m 75 years old, and thanks to you, I have rediscovered all the beauty of creation.
Thank you with all my heart, and to show my gratitude, you can be sure that I will be taking action.”
- Jean-Roch Gagnon, Quebec City, March 2014

“Everything was there, stated very simply and in a way that made us want to take action.
Thank you for moving us into an avenue that is so essential for the new evangelization.”
- Bishop André Gazaille, Diocese of Nicolet, May 2014
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MISSION OF THE GREEN CHURCH PROGRAM
The Green Church program, offered by the Canadian Centre for
Ecumenism, supports Christian communities in adopting ecofriendly best practices that will lead to environmental
action and awareness, as well as in developing a
Christian spirituality that is closer to Creation.

Christian communities that are part of the Green
Church network integrate Creation care into their
worship and teaching. They adopt best practices such
as recycling, energy efficiency and water conservation.
They connect with environmental organizations and take
part in awareness campaigns. Their activities are posted on our
website.

MISSION OF THE CANADIAN CENTRE FOR ECUMENISM
The Canadian Centre for Ecumenism is a non-profit
organization that serves the ecumenical movement. It is a
bilingual centre for research, information and education
about Christian unity and it promotes prayer, dialogue
and cooperation among Christians of many
denominations. The Centre maintains relations with
the main centres for ecumenical initiatives in
Canada and internationally. It also promotes good
interfaith relations.
Since its founding in 1963, the Canadian Centre for
Ecumenism has put forward innovative projects to make
a positive contribution to the Church and to society.
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GREEN CHURCH PROGRAM MEMBER CHURCHES
NEW GREEN CHURCHES (IN 2013-2014) (6 CHURCHES)
 Abbaye Val Notre-Dame (St-Jean-de-Matha, QC) Catholic
 Église évangélique de St-Eustache (St-Eustache, QC) Evangelical
 Maison Bellarmin - Jesuits (Montreal, QC) Catholic
 Saint Andrew’s (Halifax, NS) United
 Saint-Benoit (Montreal, QC) Catholic
 Sainte-Famille (Blainville, QC) Catholic

Saint Andrew’s United Church
(Halifax, NS)

Église chrétienne évangélique
(St-Eustache, QC)

Église Saint-Benoit
(Montreal, QC)

Maison Bellarmin - Jesuits
(Montreal, QC)

Abbaye Val Notre-Dame
(St-Jean-de-Matha, QC)

Église Sainte-Famille
(Blainville, QC)
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GREEN CHURCH MEMBERS REGISTERED PRIOR TO 2013 (38 CHURCHES)







































6

Archdiocese of Montreal (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Beaconsfield United (Beaconsfield, QC) United
Bon Pasteur (Drummondville, QC) Catholic
Cedar Park United (Pointe-Claire, QC) United
Centre Agapê (Quebec City, QC) Catholic
Centre Emmaüs (Victoriaville, QC) Catholic
Diocese of Nicolet (Nicolet, QC) Catholic
Grand Séminaire de Montréal (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Saint Columba House (Montreal, QC) United
Montreal City Mission (Montreal, QC) United
Missionnaires de l’Immaculée-Conception (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Monastère des Prémontrés (St-Constant, QC) Catholic
Mont-Bruno United (St-Bruno, QC) United
SIAF (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Précieux-Sang (Repentigny, QC) Catholic
United Theological College (Montreal, QC) United
Sainte-Anne (Chicoutimi, QC) Catholic
Saint-Barthélémy (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Sainte-Bernadette (Trois-Rivières, QC) Catholic
Sainte-Bernadette-Soubirous (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Saint-Charles (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Saint-Charles-Borromée (Quebec City, QC) Catholic
Saint Charles Garnier (Kelowna, BC) Catholic
Saint-Elzéar (Laval, QC) Catholic
Saint-François-d'Assise (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Saint Gabriel’s (Toronto, ON) Catholic
Saint-Jean and Camino de Emaus (Montreal, QC) United
Saint-Joachim (Châteauguay, QC) Catholic
Saint John Brebeuf (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Sainte-Maria-Goretti (Pointe-aux-Trembles, QC) Catholic
Sainte-Marguerite-Bourgeoys (Longueuil, QC) Catholic
Saint Mark’s (Dorval, QC) Anglican
Saint-Martin (Laval, QC) Catholic
Saint-Mathieu (Montreal, QC) Catholic
Saint Peter’s (Town of Mount Royal, QC) Anglican
Saint-Sauveur (St-Sauveur, QC) Catholic
Religious Society of Friends (Montreal, QC) Quaker
Summerlea United (Lachine, QC) United

Ste-Marguerite-Bourgeoys
(Longueuil, QC)

Summerlea United Church
(Lachine, QC)

“GREEN CHURCH” INTERACTIVE MAP ON GOOGLE MAPS

© Google Maps

On July 1, 2014, there were 44 member churches. This year, six churches joined the program—an
Evangelical church, a United church and four Catholic churches. The list includes St. Andrew’s in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Abbaye Val-Notre-Dame, a new, energy-efficient building.

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
The newsletter, sent by email each month, is still only three
paragraphs long, since it strives to be short, clear and to the point. It is
received by close to 2,000 subscribers. Certain church media have
sometimes used paragraphs of interest in their own publications. The
newsletter has been very successful and has increased traffic to the
Green Church website.
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IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES IN 2013-2014
TALK ON CLIMATE CHANGE - LAVAL, QC
On October 5, 2013, Norman Lévesque gave a presentation on climate change at St-Elzéar church,
using a slideshow from the Catholic Climate Covenant. Norman discussed Church teaching on the
subject and then invited participants to attend workshops. The Green Church Program had a table at
the event. The day ended in prayer.

ADVENT RETREAT ON CREATION CARE - TORONTO, ON
The youth group Faith Connections, affiliated with Scarboro Missions,
invited Norman Lévesque on November 30 to give a talk on Creation
care, as seen in the Eucharistic prayers, among other things, as part
of their Advent retreat.

TALK ON ECOJUSTICE - MONTREAL, QC
Stéphane Gaudet, Director of the magazine Aujourd’hui Credo, and Norman Lévesque gave a joint
presentation on December 7 at the Centre culturel chrétien on the concept of ecojustice, as part of
the World Council of Churches’ Pilgrimage to Busan.

GREEN CHURCH WORKSHOP - BEACONSFIELD, QC
A Green Church workshop was given at St. Edmund’s Catholic Church on February 12, 2014. There are
hopes that the parish will join the Green Church Program.

PREACHING ON ECOJUSTICE - REPENTIGNY, QC
Précieux-Sang Catholic Church invited Norman Lévesque to give the homily on
Sunday, February 23, on the subject of ecojustice. A short meeting with the
members of the parish’s Green Committee followed to answer their questions.

GREEN CHURCH WORKSHOP - QUEBEC CITY, QC
The Anglican Cathedral of the Holy Trinity hosted a Green Church workshop on
March 16. People from different denominations were present, since the
Reverend Sarah Priebe had invited the entire Interdenominational Council of
Greater Quebec.
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PARISH RETREAT ON CREATION CARE - CHARLESBOURG, QC
From March 16 to 19, Norman Lévesque led a retreat for St-Charles-Borromée parish. The purpose of
the retreat was to deepen parishioners’ commitment to protecting creation. Some 100 parishioners
attended the teachings and prayers each day.

“EARTH HOUR” EVENT - CANADA AND THE WORLD
On Saturday, March 29, from 8:30 to 9 :30 p.m., people were invited to take
part in Earth Hour by turning off all the lights in their homes as a way of
increasing awareness of energy use and climate change. A number of Green
Church members organized candlelight prayer vigils.

TALK ON “MODELS OF LOVE FOR CREATION” - ST-JEAN-SUR-RICHELIEU, QC
The faith education team at Sacré-Cœur church invited Norman Lévesque to give a talk to parents
and children on April 9 about saints who showed their faith by loving all creatures.

TALK ON GREEN RELIGIOUS ORDERS - LAVAL, QC
Representatives from Instituts et Communautés essentiellement missionnaires (ICEM) [Essentially
Missionary Institutes and Communities] asked for a talk on April 24 to answer the question “What
can our aging communities do to care for Creation?” The answer is that they can discover ecospirituality and do what they can to reduce their religious order’s ecological footprint.

GREEN CHURCH TABLE AT THE PRESBYTERY MEETING ST-BRUNO, QC
On April 26, at Mount Bruno United Church, almost 100
ministers and committed laypersons met for their semi-annual
gathering. The Green Church Program was able to give a 10minute presentation to invite United Church congregations to
join the program and also had a table in order to answer
questions. Several congregations took advantage of the
opportunity to ask for resources.
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TALK ON ECO-SPIRITUALITY - MONTREAL, QC
Focolari members in Montreal, at their monthly meeting on May 7, wanted to find out more about
the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism and its Green Church Program. References to eco-spirituality in
the Christian tradition were explored during a friendly discussion.

TALK: “LET ALL CREATION BLESS THE LORD” - MONTREAL, QC
On May 12, seminarians from Montreal’s Grand Séminaire paid a visit to the Canadian Centre for
Ecumenism and heard about the Green Church Program as well as ecological references in the
Christian tradition.

GREEN CHURCH WORKSHOP - VILLE SAINT-LAURENT, QC
For the first time in the history of the Green Church Program,
several ministers took part in a Green Church workshop
especially designed from an Evangelical perspective. The Église
évangélique de St-Laurent hosted the workshop, which was
organized in collaboration with Christian Direction on May 15.

EVENT: INTERFAITH ECO-ACTION DAY - MONTREAL, QC
The Canadian Centre for Ecumenism organized an ecoaction day on May 19 in collaboration with Concordia
University, the Christian-Jewish Dialogue and Écoquartier de Montréal. Some 100 participants from
different religions worked together to clean and green an
alley in the underprivileged St-Henri neighbourhood.

BOOK LAUNCH: « PRENDRE SOIN DE LA CRÉATION » LONGUEUIL, QC
On May 29, Norman Lévesque, Coordinator of the Green
Church Program, launched his pastoral guide for creation
care (Novalis) at the greenest church in Longueuil,
Sainte-Marguerite-Bourgeoys, along with Bishop Lionel
Gendron of the Diocese of St-Jean-Longueuil, and the
parish’s Green Committee.
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MEDIA PRESENCE
Two press releases were sent to the mass media, local media and church media to announce a new stage in the program.
They were also carried by Proximo (Radio Ville-Marie). Here is our press file:

PRINT MEDIA:
The Catholic Register (December 22, 2013): Wishing You a Green Christmas, by Ruane Remy
Scarboro Missions (January-February 2014): Creation Care Ministry, by Norman Lévesque
En Son Nom magazine (May-June 2014): Historique du programme Église verte, by David Fines

VISUAL MEDIA:
ECDQ.tv, November 2013
Video clip on Church and environment, mentioning the Green Church Program
Fondation du Grand Séminaire, March 2014
Video clip on the Green Church Program
« Jour du Seigneur » Broadcast on Radio-Canada, April 2014
Video clip on the Green Church Program and the « Prendre soin de la Création » guide
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NEW RESOURCES
New pages can be accessed on our website. This was a record year for the development of new
resources.

PRAYERS
Some 20 long prayers and another 20 short ones from widely
diverse sources were added, by different authors and from various
prayer books.

BIBLE
The Bible is often concerned with respectful relations with creatures
and Creation. This page features the Top Three: the best verses,
best stories and best hymns on the theme of Creation in the Bible.

MODELS OF FAITH (THE SAINTS)
The models of faith (the saints) are men and women whose hearts
were turned toward God, their neighbour and Creation in a
remarkable way. A total of 17 important figures were chosen.

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS
The day-long training or one-hour workshops are intended first and
foremost for church personnel (clergy, pastoral animators), but also
for volunteers interested in how to green their church.

LIST OF TALKS
This page lists topics for talks as well as our partner speakers. The
service only facilitates contact and does not organize events.

ADVERTISING MODULE
The Green Church Program website can receive advertising from
Christian churches, not-for-profit organizations and businesses,
under certain conditions, seen by more than 2,000 visitors a month,
for only $5.
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MEMBERS’ SECTION - New!
A special section, filled with additional resources, can be accessed only by:
- individual members who have made a donation ($20) to the Green
Church Program
- members of the Green Committee of a church that belongs to the Green
Church Program (annual contribution of $100)
Members receive a user name and password by email in order to access
the Members’ Section of the website.
After checking the resources in the SPIRITUALITY section, discover
resources that go even further. Flip through different worship services
(special celebrations, prayer meetings) on the theme of creation. Also
discover wonderful activities that deepen our Christian eco-spirituality.
After checking the resources in the AWARENESS section, discover
resources that go even further. For instance, use the green tips in your
church bulletin and download posters for free to raise awareness. You
can also organize activities to motivate the community.
After checking the resources in the ACTION section, discover resources
that go even further. For instance, find out about subsidies offered by
governments and energy providers. Original activities are also
suggested for actions to reduce a faith community’s ecological
footprint.

EXPLANATORY VIDEO
An explanatory video has also been produced to attract
potential members. It is an actual guided tour of the
Members’ Section, showing access to the additional
resources not available on the general site.

13

WEBSITE -

WWW.GREENCHURCH.CA

TRAFFIC TO THE WWW.GREENCHURCH.CA WEBSITE

Traffic to the website continued to grow. This year, English-speaking visitors outnumbered Frenchspeaking ones for the first time since 2009. In September 2013, the website had 3,700 visits, with a
high of 5,487 visits, compared to 92 in September 2009. This success is the result of distribution of
information to churches as well as press releases.
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COMING SOON…
In 2015, the Green Church Program will be promoting Green Sanctuary Certification in conjunction with the organization
Greening Sacred Spaces. The certification tool will help Christian faith communities quantify their efforts, and the
organization has already set up a registry on the Internet. On our side, we will provide distribution of the tools through
our networks as well as translation of the materials into French.
The 3rd Green Church Conference could be held in Quebec City in April 2015, and would be a bilingual and ecumenical
event, as the first one was, in 2010. It is hoped that more conferences will be organized in other Canadian
provinces.
We would like to fund-raise from the corporate sector in order to diversify our funding sources. A first step in
this direction will be taken with a commitment from Provost Inc. to produce a new line of specially-designed
cleaning products for churches, from which some of the profits will go toward Green Church activities.
A letter of invitation will be sent to all Orthodox bishops and to Evangelical associations so that a larger
number of their churches will join the Green Church Program. Special efforts will be made to stimulate participation from
faith communities outside major centres, because we think that churches from rural, forest and maritime areas can
enrich the Green Church Program in a myriad of ways. The Lord calls us to share all the Good News, even environmental,
to the ends of the Earth.
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2013-2014 BALANCE SHEET

INCOME
Donations from foundations
Donations from religious orders
Member contributions
Talks, retreats, workshops

$30,000.00
$7,865.00
$990.20
$900.00

$39,755.20

EXPENSES
Salary: Coordination
Salary: Webmaster
Salary: Secretarial
Administration and rent
Office supplies
Printing
Shipping and postage
Internet and telephone
Website
Books and subscriptions
Advertising and promotion
Travel

$16,530.00
$8,267.00
$2,464.60
$7,689.83
$663.24
$638.07
$573.28
$310.74
$151.43
$86.00
$48.00
$30.61
$37,552.80
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